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Dekkan He was supported by Peelajee Guikowar, by Kuu-
tajee and Rughoojee Kuddum Bhanday, by Oodajee and
Anund Row Powar, and by many other officers, and he pro-
claimed that he was proceeding to the Dekkan, to protect from
the Peshwah's ambition the authority of Sahoo Raja Bajee
Row deteimmed to anticipate his opponents His army was fai
mfenoi in numencal strength, but was composed of the old
Pagah x horse, and of some of the best of the famed Mahratta
Mankuiees He advanced therefore lapidly towards Goozeiat,
and had soon crossed the Nerbudda Here his vanguard came
into collision with a party of the enemy under the command of
Damajee, the son of Peelajee Guikowar, and was completely
defeated This check, however, did not discourage Bajee Row
He continued his advance, and at last met his enemy at a place
between the cities of Dubhoee and Baroda, both then held
by Peelajee Guikowar, where he gamed the decisive victory
which gave him all but nominal control of the Mahratta
sovereignty a
Tins important battle was fought upon the first of April,
a d 1781 Bajee Row, when about to engage his countrymen,
determined, contrary to his usual plan, to close with them
immediately The new levies of the Senaputee did not await
the shock, but fled at the fiist charge Kuntajee Kuddum
Bhauday joined them in their flight, and soon the veterans of
Khundee Row Dhabaree were alone left to piotect his son
Bajee Row fought on horseback, and exerted himself with all
the energy so great an occasion required His opponent was
mounted on an elephant, and, beholding the flight of his troops,
commanded the animal's legs to be chained The field was
disputed with obstinacy, and the issue was still doubtful, when
1 [The Maratha horse, bo celebiated in history, may be divided into
three classes
 1	Khasi Paga, or Household Cavalry, mounted on horses provided
by the State, a very fine body of light horse, which took a leading part,
in the Maratha wars
 2	Silladar Cavalry, providing their own equipment and chargers
 3	The Pindaris and other irregulars, who haunted the Maratha camps
and spread like a cloud round their armies on the march, plundering
far and wide ]
8 [See Grant Duff, i, 376 ff ]

